Babaji, the Yogi-Christ of Modem India                   30J
'I sometimes left my isolated cave to sit at the feet of
Lahiri Mahasaya in Banaras,' Ram Gopal lold me "One
midnight as I was silently meditating in a group of his
disciples, the master made a surprising request.
44 'Ram Gopal,' he said, 'go at once to the Dasasamedh
bathing ghat.9
"I soon reached the secluded spot. The night was
bright with moonlight and the glittering stars. After I
had sat in patient silence for a while, my attention was
drawn to a huge stone slab near my feet. It rose gradu-
ally, revealing an underground cave. As the stone became
stationary, held up by some unknown means, the draped
form of a young and surpassingly lovely woman was levi-
tated from the cave high in the air. Surrounded by a soft
halo, she slowly descended in front of me and stood
motionless, steeped in ecstasy. She finally stirred, and
spoke gently.
44*I am Mataji,* the sister of Babaji. I have asked him
and also Lahiri Mahasaya to come to my cave tonight to
discuss a matter of great importance.'
"A nebulous light was rapidly-floating over the Ganges;
the strange luminescence was reflected in the opaque
waters. It approached nearer and nearer until, with a
blinding flash, it appeared by the side of Mataji and con-
densed itself instantly into the human form of Lahiri
Mahasaya. He bowed humbly #t the feet of the woman
saint.
"Before I had recovered from my bewilderment, I was
further wonder-struck to behold a circling mass, of mysti-
cal light travelling in the sky. Descending swiftly, the
flaming whirlpool neared pur group and materialized itself
into the body of a beautiful youth who, I understood at
once, was Babaji, He looked like Lahiri Mahasaya, the
only difference being that Babaji appeared much younger
and had long, bright hair.
"Lahiri Mahasaya, Mataji, and I knelt at the great guru's
feet. An ethereal sensation of beatific glory thrilled every
fibre of my being as I touched his divine flesh.
* "Holy Mother." Mataji also has lived through the centuries;
she is almost as far advanced spiritually as her brother. She re-
mains in ecstasy in a secret underground cave near the Dassasa-
medh ghat.